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Democrats divided: Progressives, centrists say trust is gone 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
their fight over trillions of 
dollars, their paramount 
policy goals and perhaps 
their political fate, this isn't 
helping: Democratic pro- 
gressives and cenitrists say 
they don't trust each oth- 
er. They're tossing around 
words like "stupid" and "in- 
sanity" and they're drawing 
lines in the sand. Congres- 
sional majorities of both 
parties have rich histories 
of infighting when it comes 
to enacting their priorities, 
even when they control 
the White House and both 
chambers of Congress. 
Democrats had fo over- 
come stark internal divisions 
in 2010 to enact President 
Barack Obama's health 
care law. The GOP fell short 
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in 2017 when it failed to re- 
peal that statute, President 
Donald Trump's top goal. 
This time, Democrats’ inter- 
nal battling over a 10-year, 
$3.5 trillion package of so- 
cial and environmental ini- 
tiatives comes with virtually 
no margin for error and lots 
at stake. 

They'll need every Demo- 
cratic vote in the 50-50 
Senate and all but three in 
the House to succeed. Fac- 
ing that arithmetic, public 
declarations of distrust for 
each other do little to pro- 
mote the healing they'll 
need to avoid sending the 
legislative essence of Joe 
Biden's presidency down in 
flames, with potential long- 


term consequences. 
Continued on next page 
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In this Sept. 21, 2021, file photo Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., joined at left by Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., right, speaks about the Keeping Renters 
Safe Act of 2021, at the Capitol in Washington. 
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FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 2021 |UP FRONT 


In this March 1, 2021, file photo Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., right, with Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., at left, speaks during a 
news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


Continued from Front 

"It's not healthy for the Dem- 
ocrats to be Issuing ultima- 
tums about tactics" against 
each other, said Rep. Peter 
Welch, D-Vft. "It's politically, 
existentially important to us 
to be successful. We fall, 
were doomed.’ 

Those _ultimatums were 
coming to a head Thurs- 
day, the day House Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
has said her chamber 
would vote on another 
measure pivotal to Biden's 
domestic vision — a $l 
trillion package of high- 
way, high-speed _ internet 
and other — infrastructure 
improvements. She's sug- 
gested, though, that the 
showdown vote might be 
delayed. 

While Democrats over- 
whelmingly want both bills 
to pass and much of what 
is sald should be consid- 
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ered posturing, the push Is 
at a delicate moment. 

In return for moderates’ 
support for an earlier bud- 
get measure, Pelosi began 
debate this week on the in- 
frastructure bill, which tops 
their wish list. 

But progressives dominat- 
ing the House are promis- 
ing to derail it by voting no 
because they lack confi- 
dence that the centrists will 
back the separate $3.5 tril- 
lion legislation, which pro- 
gressives treasure. 

Centrists consider the larger 
bill too expensive and op- 
pose some of its soending 
increases and tax boosts 
on the wealthy and cor- 
porations to help pay for if. 
Reflecting the need for a 
deal between the two fac- 
tions, that bill's ultimate size 
is certain to shrink. 
Progressives want Demo- 
cratic leaders to stand by 
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earlier statements that both 
bills would move through 
Congress together. That 
was fo be a kind of mutu- 
ally assured destruction 
moment, letting each of 
the party's wings hold the 
other's priority hostage until 
both could pass. 

Right now, there's no com- 
promise version of the 
larger bill in sight, so that 
won't work. With two cen- 
trist Democratic senators 
— West Virginia's Joe Man- 
chin and Arizona's Kyrsten 
Sinema — the major ob- 
stacles to such a deal, the 
sniping Is pitting House and 
Senate Democrats against 
each other as well. 

"We are not blindly trusting 
that these bills are going 
to get done in the Senate, 
without actually having 
that be guaranteed,” said 
Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., 
a leader of House progres- 
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sives. The guarantee she 
and other progressives 
want is a Senate-passed, 
compromise $3.5 _ trillion 
measure that progressives 
support and can pass the 
House. 

"My father told me when 
| was growing up, there's 
a fine line between being 
Qa good guy" and a "fool," 
said Rep. Jim McGovern, 
D-Mass. ‘| don't want to be 
rolled." He said House pro- 
gressives want "an assur- 
ance" that the Senate will 
send a compromise bill to 
the House. 

Yet instead of waiting for 
that accord to be struck, 
House leaders were honor- 
ing "some. stupid, arbitrary 
deadline’ that moderates 
demanded to debate and 
vote on the infrastructure 
bill this week, complained 
Reo. Pramila Jayapal, D- 
Wash., who heads the 
nearly 100-member Con- 
gressional Progressive Cau- 
cus. As for moderates, Rep. 
Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla., 
told reporters Wednesday 
that she wanted Biden, 
party leaders and outside 
allies like labor unions to 
lobby House Democrats 
to back the infrastructure 
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"If the vote were To fail to- 


morrow or be delayed, 
there would be a. signifi- 
cant breach in trust that 
would slow the momentum 
in moving forward in deliv- 
ering the Biden agenda," 
said Murphy, leader of the 
centrist House Blue Dog 
Coalition. 

Later Wednesday, Man- 
chin, perhaps the centrist 
whom party progressives 
most resent, piqued them 
further with his latest sal- 
vo against the $3.5 trillion 
package. Spending that 
much ata time of inflation 
and a ballooning national 
debt is "the definition of fis- 
cal insanity," Manchin said. 
‘lL assume he's saying that 
the president is insane, be- 
cause this is the president's 
agenda," Jayapal said. 
None of this is a surprise to 
John Lawrence. He was 
Pelosi's chief of staff when 


Obama's health care 
overhaul moved through 
Congress. That measure 


was enacted over solid Re- 
oublican opposition, when 
Democrats had much larg- 
er majorities than today. 
But first, Democrats in the 
House and Senate spent 
months fighting over issues 
like whether fo include gov- 
ernment-run "public option" 
health coverage, which 
ended up being dropped. 
Distrust between the two 
chambers ran ‘very, very 
deep, Lawrence recalled 
in an interview. To address 
that, then-Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
privately presented a letter 
to nervous House Demo- 
crats that he said commit- 
ted Democratic senators to 
supporting provisions in a 
House-passed bill that em- 
bodied parts of the over- 
haul. As was true a decade 
ago, letting Democrats’ in- 
ternal disoutes sink Biden's 
agenda risks damage in 
next year's congressional 
elections by alienating vot- 
ers, Lawrence said. 

‘It either shows Democrats 
can be trusted to govern’ 
or not, he said of how the 
party will handle the cur- 
rent fight. 

"It's like the gunfight at the 
OK Corral,” Lawrence said. 
"Everybody has their guns 
pointed at each other. You 
either pull the trigger or go 
back into the saloon and 
try to work this thing out."L) 
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Military suicides rise 15% as senior leaders call for action 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR and 
ROBERT BURNS 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of U.S. military sui- 
cides jumped by 15% last 
year, fueled by significant 
increases in the Army and 
Marine Corps that senior 
leaders called troubling. 
They urged more effort to 
reverse the trend. 
According to data re- 
leased Thursday, there 
were 580 suicides last year 
compared with 504 the 
prior year. Of those, the 
number of suicides by Army 
National Guard troops 
jumped by about 35%, from 
76 in 2019 to 103 last year, 
and the active duty Army 
saw a nearly 20% rise. 

"The findings are troubling,” 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said. "Suicide rates 
among our service mem- 
bers and military families 
are still foo high, and the 
trends are not going in the 
right direction." 

Suicide has long been a 
oroblem in the U.S. military. 
While the causes of suicide 
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In this May 31, 2021 file photo, flags and tributes mark the Memorial Day holiday at Fort Logan 
National Cemetery in southeast Denver. 


are complex and not fully 
Understood, military lead- 
ers have previously said 
they believed the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic was adda- 
ing stress to an already 


strained force. Troops last 
year were called to help 
provide testing and later 
vaccines while struggling 
with the virus themselves 
and among relatives and 


Gunmaker Smith & Wesson moving 
headquarters to Tennessee 


By JONATHAN MATIISE 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Gun manufacturer Smith 
& Wesson plans to relo- 
cate its headquarters 
from Massachusetts to 
gun-friendlier Tennessee in 
a $125 million investment 
expected to create 7/50 
jobs, officials announced 
Thursday. 

The gunmaker founded in 
1852 is currently centered 
in Springfield, Massachu- 
setts, a state where com- 
pany officials say legisla- 
tive proposals would pro- 
hibit them from manufac- 
turing certain weapons. 

A proposal in the Demo- 
crat-led state Legislature 
would extend the state's 
ban on the sale and pos- 
session of assault weap- 
ons or large-capacity 
magazines to also outlaw 
manufacturing them in 
Massachusetts, unless it's 
for the military or law en- 
forcement. 

"While we are hopeful that 
this arbitrary and dam- 
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In this Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2014 file photo, trade show attendees 
examine handguns and rifles at the Smith & Wesson display 
booth at the Shooting Hunting and Outdoor Trade Show, in Las 


Vegas. 


aging legislation will be 
defeated in this session, 
these products made up 
over 60% of our revenue 
last year, and the unfor- 
tunate _likelinood = that 
such restrictions would be 
raised again led to a re- 
view of the best path for- 
ward for Smith & Wesson," 
Mark Smith, Smith & Wes- 
son CEO, said in a news 
release. 





Associated Press 


Tennessee's Department 
of Economic and Com- 
munity Development says 
Smith & Wesson Brands, 
Inc. will move its head- 
quarters, distribution, as- 
sembly and plastic injec- 
tion molding operations 
to Maryville, 18 miles (29 
kilometers) south of Knox- 
ville. Groundbreaking _ Is 
planned before the end 
of the year.) 


Associated Press 


friends. They also dealt with 
continued war-zone de- 
ployments, national disas- 
ters and often violent civil 
Unrest. 

Behavioral research has 
linked military suicides to a 
range of personal issues, in- 
cluding financial and mari- 
tal stress. 

Pentagon press secretary 
John Kirby acknowledged 
the Defense Department 
cannot fully explain the in- 
creases in suicides in recent 
years. 

"One of the things that is 
bedeviling about suicide is 
that it's offen very hard to 
connect dots in causality 
— what leads somebody to 
make that decision," Kirby 
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sald. "It's difficult to denote 
specific causality with sul- 
cide on an individual basis, 
let alone on an institutional 
basis. And | think that's why 
it's So difficult for us to soeak 
to it with any specificity, 
except to say we take this 
very, very seriously." 

Military leaders for a num- 
ber of years have sought to 
reduce the stigma associ- 
ated with seeking mental 
health assistance. 

That message was con- 
veyed in a_ remarkable 
public statement last year 
by Gen. John Hyten, vice 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. He said he 
sought helo while heading 
U.S. Strategic Command 
from 2016 to 2019. He didn't 
reveal details but said he 
saw a psychiatrist — a rare 
public admission by a se- 
nior officer. 

Army leaders on Thursday 
called suicide a significant 
challenge for the service, 
noting that the trend has 
been increasing for the last 
five years. 

"While there is no clear 
Understanding of what is 
causing the increase in sui- 
cides, we realize we have 
to do better in prevent- 
ing suicide and ensure re- 
sources are available and 
readily accessible," said 
Army Secretary Christine 
Wormuth and Gen. James 
C. McConville, Army chief 
of staff, in a statement. 

The total number of Navy 
suicides dipped from 81 
to 79, and the Air Force 
stayed the same, at 109.) 
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Results of the 
Government of Aruba 
Treasury Bills issue — Aff. 45,000,000.00 
September 30, 2021 — December 30, 2021 


Issuance pursuant to the State Ordinance on Treasury 
Paper (AB 1987 no. 3) and the State Decree no. | of 


The Centrale Bank van Aruba hereby informs that the 
Treasury Bills issue of September 30, 2021 for the 
amount of Afl. 45,000,000.00 with a maturity of 
three (3) months has been fully subscribed. The 
average discount yield of the Treasury Bills issue of 
September 30, 2021 1s 1.39 percent. 


FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 2021 U.S. NEWS 


T=DAY. 





$s. Carolina court upholds mask ban; trumped by federal ruling 


By JEFFREY COLLINS 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Two 
days after a federal judge 
decided that South Caro- 
lina's ban on school mask 
requirements discriminates 
against medically — frag- 
ile students, the state Su- 
preme Court disagreed, in 
a ruling that won't change 
the week's events. 

Federal law trumps state 
law, so the U.S. District 
Court ruling allowing school 
districts to require masks _ Is 
the binding one. Within an 
hour, South Carolina edu- 
cation officials sent out a 
memo felling districts that 
Thursday's state decision 
changed nothing. 

The South Carolina Su- 
preme Court said districts 
can require masks with- 
out violating the state rule 
if they can find a way to 
avoid spending state mon- 
ey enforcing the wearing 
of face coverings. 

The court also upheld as 
legal a_ different  provi- 
sion in the state budget, 
which limits school districts 
to having 5% of their stu- 
dents learning virtually alll 
year, reducing state fund- 
ing by half for each student 
above that mark. 

Lawyers for Richland 
School District 2 argued 
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Two Camden Elementary School students in masks listen as South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster 
talks about steps the school is taking to fight COVID-19, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in Camden, 


S.C. 


the Legislature violated 
state law that requires leg- 
islation to only be about 
one topic. But the justices 
in their unanimous ruling 
said since the rules includ- 
ed clauses about spending 
state money, it was legal. 

Where the two courts dis- 
agreed was on whether the 
state not allowing districts 
to make their own mask 
rules discriminates and pre- 


vents some students from 
getting the public educa- 
tion they have a right to 
get under the law. 

U.S. District Judge Mary 
Geiger Lewis said it wasn't 
a close call to side with the 
parents of disabled chil- 
dren who sued the state 
with the helo of The Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union. Her 
preliminary injunction, _ Is- 
sued Tuesday, said any bur- 


Associated Press 


den from having to wear a 
mask is greatly outweighed 
by the need to ensure that 
medically fragile students 
feel safe enough to go to 
school. 

"It is noncontroversial that 
children need to go to 
school. And, they are enti- 
tled to any reasonable ac- 
commodation that allows 
them to do so. No one can 
reasonably argue that it Is 


an undue burden to wear 
a mask fo accommodate 
a child with disabilities," 
Lewis wrote. 

Gov. Henry McMaster and 
state Attorney General 
Alan Wilson appealed the 
temporary restraining or- 
der Thursday, asking higher 
court judges to restore the 
ban to avoid changing 
mask policies across the 
state now that students are 
back at school. 

The South Carolina Svu- 
preme Court heard argu- 
ments in the state case on 
Aug. 31, a week after the 
federal lawsuit was filed, 
and took a month fo issue 
their unsigned ruling. It says 
any student can choose on 
their own to wear a mask, 
because the state rule 
treats all students equally. 
"In this case, there is no evi- 
dence that any students 
are receiving disparate 
treatment. Indeed, there 
cannot be any argument 
of disparate treatment, as 
the provisos apply equally 
to all students and all pub- 
lic K-12 schools," the justices 
wrote. 

The Richland County dis- 
trict was the first in the state 
to require masks after the 
federal ruling Tuesday. Sev- 
eral others required masks 
before the ruling.LJ 





After IS years in pets, man cleared in deaths of 5 kids 
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Juwan Deering gets a hug outside the courthouse in Pontiac, 
Michigan, on Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021, after murder charges 
were dropped in a fire that killed five children in suburban De- 
troit in 2000. 


By ED WHITE 

Associated Press 

PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — 
Murder charges were dis- 
missed Thursday against a 
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man who spent 15 years 
in prison for the fire-related 
deaths of five children in 
suburban Detroit, the cli- 
max of an_ investigation 


that found misconduct by 
police and prosecutors. 
Juwan Deering will not 
face a second trial, Oak- 
land County prosecutor 
Karen McDonald said. A 
judge granted her request 
to close the case a week 
after Deering's convictions 
and life sentences were 
thrown out at her urging. 
Wearing a three-piece suit, 
Deering, 50, walked _ into 
court shackled at the waist 
but departed as a free 
man with no restraints. 

"It's been a hard uphill bat- 
tle. ... The sun couldn't shine 
on not a brighter day. This is 
the brightest for me," Deer- 
ing said moments later as 
family members clung to 
him on a cloudless morn- 
ing and other Detroit-area 
men exonerated of crimes 
stood nearby. 

Deering praised the new 


orosecutor for her "excep- 
tional” work. 

| told her it took a lot of 
strength to step up against 
the status quo,’ he said. 
McDonald, a former judge 
who was elected in 2020, 
took a fresh look at Deer- 
ing's case at the request of 
the University of Michigan 
law schools Innocence 
Clinic. 

Favorable evidence, _ in- 
cluding statements by a 
fire survivor, was not shared 
with his defense lawyer 
before the 2006 trial, and 
jurors didn't know that jail 
informants were given sig- 
nificant benefits for their 
testimony against Deering, 
McDonald said. 

Deering has insisted he was 
innocent in a fire that killed 
children in his neighbor- 
hood in Royal Oak Town- 
shio in 2000. No one could 


identify him as being at 
the house. Authorities at 
the time said the fire was 
revenge for unpaid drug 
debts. 

The prosecutor said a doz- 
en law enforcement pro- 
fessionals last week Unani- 
mously determined there 
was insufficient evidence 
to tie Deering to the fire. 
The investigation between 
2000 and 2006 was ‘Totally 
compromised by miscon- 
duct,’ McDonald said. 
"There is only one ethical 
and constitutional rem- 
edy," she said in dropping 
the case. 

Law students earlier had 
been trying to get a new tri- 
al for Deering, arguing that 
the fire analysis was based 
on "junk science." Those 
requests were UNsuCcCcess- 
ful in Michigan's appellate 
courts.) 
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By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Leaders of the four 
oarties that made up the 
last coalition government 
in the Netherlands agreed 
Thursday — more than six 
months after a general 
election — to join forces 
again for another four-year 
term, leading negotiators 
said. 

The decision moves the 
drawn-out process of form- 
iINg a new governing codali- 
tion into a new phase that 
involves sketching out a 
brief policy blueprint for the 
next four years and select- 
INg ministers. Only then can 
a new Dutch government 
be sworn in by King Willem- 
Alexander. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte, who is expect- 
ed to lead what would be 
his fourth government, in- 
sisted the next administra- 
tion would not be more 
of the same even though 
the coalition consists of the 
same four parties: Rutte’s 
People’s Party for Free- 
dom and Democracy, the 
centrist D66, the Christian 
Democrats and the Chris- 
tian Union. 

“There's a huge amount 
of work to be done, and | 
think these parties will have 
to draw up a program to 
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Leaders of 4 Dutch parties open to renewing coalition 


In this Friday, April 2, 2021 file photo, Sigrid Kaag, leader of the centrist D66 party that finished 
second in elections last month gestures during a debate in parliament in The Hague, Netherlands. 


reflect that,” Rutte§ said. 
“It will be a new start, a 
new culture, with a new 
program.’ If was not im- 
mediately clear how long 
it would take to complete 
the next round of talks. 

The last government quit 
in January to take political 
responsibility for a scandal 
In which the country’s tax 
authorities wrongly labeled 
as fraudsters many families 
who were claiming child 
welfare benefits. 

It was the latest scandal 
to hit Rutte’s third Cabinet 
amid an increasingly tense 


relationship with lawmakers 
and calls for a new culture 
of openness from the gov- 
ernment. 

Johan Remkes, the official 
who led coalition talks in 
recent weeks, said in his fi- 
nal report that five opposi- 
tion parties also should be 
invited to play a role in up- 
coming negotiations about 
a brief policy blueprint. 
After months of on-off talks, 
the process of forming a 
workable coalition finally 
orogressed after D466 lead- 
er Sigrid Kaag said Thursday 
she was prepared to begin 
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negotiations to re-form the 
four-party Cabinet whose 
resignation led to a March 
17 election, 

Kaag long ruled out joining 
a coalition with the Chris- 
tian Union party due to 
ideological differences but 
removed the condition in 
recent days in an attempt 
to breathe new life into the 
ailing talks. 

She said she wants an am- 
bitious policy blueprint for 
the next government. 

“This means that the Neth- 
erlands will become a cli- 
mate frontrunner in Europe, 


that we will make the larg- 
est structural investment in 
education ever and that 
the Netherlands will take a 
leading role at the Europe- 
an Union,” Kaag said. 

She said her party wants 
the new coalition to be 
“more progressive, more 
generous, more open and 
more humane.” 

But she sounded a note 
of caution about the next 
ohase of talks. 

“Will if work? | do not know,” 
said Kaag, who resigned as 
caretaker foreign minister 
two weeks ago over the 
chaotic Dutch evacuations 
from Afghanistan after the 
Taliban swept to power. 
Jesse Klaver, leader of the 
Green Left opposition par- 
ty, said the coalition had 
failed during Its last term to 
tackle crises such as chron- 
ic housing shortages, cli- 
mate change and inequal- 
ity. 

“Why would that be dif- 
ferent if the coalition con- 
tinues¢” Klaver tweeted. 
“What the Netherlands 
needs is change. This is 
more of the same.” 
Populist anti-lskam lawmak- 
er Geert Wilders slammed 
Kaag’s decision, saying It 
was aimed at preventing 
her party from being pun- 
ished by voters in the next 
elections.L} 





U.S., Russia to push ahead on arms control, strategic talks 


By JAMEY KEATEN and MAT- 
THEW LEE 

Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — The United 
States and Russia agreed 
Thursday to press ahead 
with arms control and re- 
lated strategic security 
talks despite significant dif- 
ferences between the two 
sides. 

In high-level discussions in 
Geneva, senior U.S. and 
Russian diolomats signed 
off on setting Up two work- 
iINg groups fo pursue poten- 
tial accords related to nvu- 
clear weapons and other 
global threats: the Working 
Group on Principles and 
Objectives for Future Arms 
Control and the Working 
Group on Capabilities and 
Actions with Strategic Ef- 
fects. 

A senior U.S. official de- 


scribed the second meet- 
ing of the U.S.-Russia Strate- 
gic Stability Dialogue since 
President Joe Biden took 
office as having been “in- 
tensive and substantive” 
and “detailed and dynam- 
c” but offered no specif- 
ics. A joint statement from 
the two sides said the talks 
were part of an “integrat- 
ed, deliberate, and robust 
Orocess.”’ 

Beyond those platitudes, 
however, there were no 
tangible developments 
from Thursday's meeting 
other than an agreement 
to hold additional high- 
level discussions after the 
working groups meet. And, 
no dates were announced 
for the working group 
meetings. 

The two sides were repre- 
sented by U.S. Deputy Sec- 


retary of State Wendy Sher- 
man and Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergey Ry- 
abkov. 

They are split by a variety 
of issues ranging from the 
nuclear to the cyber realms 
with the Americans still fum- 
ing over what they say has 
been Russian interference 
in U.S. and European elec- 
tions, Computer hacking, 
Moscow's role in unrest in 
Ukraine and Georgia, and 
the poisoning of Russian 
dissidents. 

The U.S. official said, 
though, that Thursday's 
talks focused on the larger 
picture, particularly arms 
control since the Trump ad- 
ministration withdrew from 
two treaties with Russia and 
had been prepared fo al- 
low a third New START to 
laopse before Biden took 


In this Aug. 18, 2021 file photo, Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman speaks t the State Department in Washington. 
Associated Press 


office and decided to ex- 
tend It. 

A key hurdle in the talks 
has been Russia’s demand 
that the U.S. stop resisting 
limits on its missile defenses, 
which the Russians view as 
a long-term threat and the 





Americans see as a deter- 
rent to war. AT the same 
time, the U.S. has since the 
Trump administration been 
demanding that China be 
included in any future arms 
control agreements. China 
has rejected the calls.L) 
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Myanmar official defends 4- month detention of U.S. reporter 


BANGKOK (AP) — Myan- 
mar's military-installed gov- 
ernment on Thursday de- 
fended its detention of an 
American journalist it has 
now held for four months, 
without offering any details 
of the crimes it alleges. 
Military spokesman Mdadj. 
Gen. Zaw Min Tun did not 
elaborate in his resoonse 
at a news conference to a 
question about Danny Fen- 
ster, who is awaiting trial 
on a charge of incitement, 
also called sedition. Fen- 
ster, 37, is managing edi- 
tor of the Yangon-based 
online news and business 
magazine Frontier Myan- 
mar. 

The charge, used frequent- 
ly against dissidents and 
journalists, criminalizes “any 
attempt to cause fear, 
spread false news, or agi- 
tate directly or indirectly a 
criminal offense against a 
government employee.’ It 
is oUnishable by up to three 
years in prison. 

Asked about the reason for 
the arrest, Zaw Min Tun re- 
soonded: "As for journalists, 
if they do only journalist's 
work, there is no reason to 
arrest them. Danny Fenster 
did more than just what a 
journalist does." He said he 
could not say more, other 





In this 2018, photo, U.S. journalist pana Fenster works out of his van that he made into a home/ 
office in Detroit. 


than that Fenster was kept 
detained because he has 
been charged. 

Fensters lawyer and col- 
leagues have denied any 
wrongdoing on his part. 
Fenster was among about 
100 journalists detained 
since the Feb. 1 military 
takeover ousted the elect- 
ed government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi. More than half 
have since been released, 
but free speech remains 


Under tight restrictions, with 
independent media forced 
to Operate Underground or 
from outside the country. 
Resistance to military rule 
was initially met with wide- 
soread peaceful — street 
protests, but security forces 
used deadly force against 
demonstrators — _ killing 
more than 1,100 — and 
now face violent counter- 
attacks. 

Zaw Min Tun denied Fen- 


Associated Press 


ster's statement in mid-July 
that he believed he had 
contracted COVID-19 and 
was not given medicine 
he had requested. The au- 
thorities at Yangon's Insein 
Prison also have denied he 
is infected. He also told his 
lawyer on Sept. 20 that he 
had not received a COV- 
ID-19 vaccination. 

"Danny Fenster is in good 
health," said Zaw Min Tun. 
"The COVID-19 vaccine is 
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being given to all those in 
prisons. It is up to him to de- 
cide whether or not to get 
vaccinated. 

Fensters lawyer Than Zaw 
Aung said Fenster seemed 
demoralized when he last 
spoke with him in a video 
conference during a Sept. 
20 court hearing. 

"His hair grew longer. He 
seemed disappointed and 
he told me in a frustrated 
tone that ‘| have nothing 
to say," the lawyer said. "I 
asked him if he had been 
vaccinated by the prison 
authorities, and he said no. 
His words showed that he is 
not feeling well. He didn't 
request anything.’ 

Fenster was detained at 
Yangon International Aijr- 
port on May 24 as he was 
trying to board a flight to 
the Detroit area in the Unit- 
ed States to see his fam- 
ily, who are now leading a 
campaign for his release. 
The U.S. government and 
international media organi- 
zations backed their call for 
the release of Fenster and 
other journalists. 

Than Zaw Aung said in July 
that his client was charged 
in connection with his pre- 
vious job as a reporter and 
copy editor for the online 
news site Myanmar Now. (_} 
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in talks on military relations amid strained ties 





In this May 28, 2020, file shat, military delegates arrive for the 
closing session of China's National People's Congress (NPC) at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. 


BEIJING (AP) — Defense of- 
ficials from China and the 
U.S. have held two days 
of talks in a small sign of 
progress amid a continuing 
sharo downturn in relations. 
The secure video confer- 
ence held Tuesday and 


Associated Press 


Wednesday was led by 
Maj. Gen. Huang Xueping, 
deputy direct of the Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army's Of- 
fice for International Mili- 
tary Cooperation, and U.S. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for China Mi- 


chael Chase. 

Chinese Defense Ministry 
sookesperson Wu Qian on 
Thursday said the sides "ex- 
changed in-depth views 
on relations between the 
two countries and the two 
militaries and issues of com- 
mon concern." 

However, he blamed ‘con- 
tinuous provocation and 
containment" of China by 
the U.S. for the "consider- 
able difficulties and chal- 
lenges’ between the two 
militaries. 

"China's sovereignty, dig- 
nity and core _ interests 
brook no violations," Wu 
said at a monthly briefing. 
"Regarding the relationship 
between the two armed 
forces, we welcome com- 
munication, welcome co- 
operation, face differences 
and oppose coercion." 

InN a statement issued in 


Washington, Department 
of Defense spokesperson Lt. 
Col. Martin Meiners said the 
meeting was "an important 
component of the Biden- 
Harris administration's on- 
going effort to responsibly 
manage the competition 
between the U.S. and the 
PRC by maintaining open 
lines of communication 
with the PRC." 

During the talks, he said the 
two sides held "a frank, in- 
depth, and open discus- 
sion on a range of issues." 
"Both sides reaffirmed con- 
sensus to keeo Communi- 
cation channels open. The 
U.S. side also made clear 
our commitment to uphold 
shared principles with our 
allies and partners in the In- 
do-Pacific region," he said. 
Relations between China 
and the U.S. are facing the 
worst strain in decades over 


trade, technology, Numan 
rights and Chinese military 
activities in the South China 
Sea, where Beijing has built 
airstrios and other infra- 
structure atop man-made 
islands. 

Military-to-military ties have 
been characterized by 
deep mistrust, with the U.S. 
accusing China of a lack of 
transparency as If massively 
Upgrades the capabilities 
of the PLA, the military wing 
of the ruling Communist 
Party. China has been an- 
gered by the Navy sending 
ships To sail close to islands 
it controls in what Washing- 
ton calls freedom of navi- 
gation operations, along 
with U.S. support for Taiwan. 
President Joe Biden has 
maintained a tough line 
on China, but has sought 
better communication with 
Beijing.L) 
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Ethiopia expels U. N. Officials amid Tigray blockade pressure 


By CARA ANNA 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) 
Ethiopia said Thursday it is 
kicking out seven United 
Nations officials whom. it 
accused of "meddling" in 
the country's internal af- 
fairs, AGS pressure grows on 
the Ethiopian government 
over its deadly blockade of 
the Tigray region. 

The expulsions are the gov- 
ernment's most dramatic 
move yet to restrict human- 
itarian access to the region 
of 6 million people after 
nearly a year of war. The 
U.N. has become increas- 
ingly outspoken as the flow 
of medical supplies, food 
and fuel has been brought 
to a near-hallt. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio  Guterres — said 
he was ‘shocked’ by the 
announcement and ex- 
oressed "full confidence" in 
U.N. staff, saying they are 
guided by impartiality and 
neutrality. In a statement, 
Guterres said the U.N. Is 
engaging with Ethiopia's 
government "in the expec- 
tation that the concerned 
U.N. staff will be allowed 
to continue their important 
work.” 

Ethiopia's government has 
accused humanitarian 
workers of supporting the Ti- 
gray forces who have been 
fighting its soldiers and al- 
lied forces since November. 
Aid workers have denied it. 
Thousands of people have 
died in the conflict marked 
by gang rapes, mass expul- 
sions and the destruction 
of health centers, with wit- 
nesses often blaming Ethio- 
pian soldiers and those of 
neighboring Eritrea. 

The  U.N.'s humanitarian 
chief, Martin Griffiths, this 
week told The Associated 
Press that the crisis in Ethio- 
pla is a ‘stain On our con- 
science" as children and 
others starve to death in 
Tigray under what the U.N. 
calls a de facto govern- 
ment blockade. Just 10% of 
needed humanitarian sup- 
plies have been reaching 
Tigray in recent weeks, he 
said. 

The remarks represented 
one of the most sharply 
worded criticisms so far of 
the world’s worst hunger 
crisis in a decade. Memo- 
ries of the 1980s famine 





In this Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021 file photo, Ethiopia's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Demeke Mekonnen Hassen addresses the 76th session of the United Nations General As- 


sembly at U.N. headquarters. 


in Ethiopia, which killed 
around 1 million people 
and produced images that 
shocked the world, are viv- 
id in his mind, Griffiths said, 
"and we fervently hope 
(this) is not happening at 
present.” 

The AP, citing witness ac- 
counts and internal docu- 
ments, last week reported 
the first starvation deaths 
since Ethiopia's govern- 
ment imposed the block- 
ade in June in an attempt 
to keep support from 
reaching Tigray forces. 

A statement from Ethiopia's 
foreign ministry said the 
seven U.N. officials must 
leave the country within 72 
hours. Foreign Affairs Minis- 
try sookesman Dina Mufti 
didn't immediately resoond 
to a request for details of 
their alleged interference. 
The people expelled in- 
clude five with the U.N. 
humanitarian agency, in- 
cluding deputy coordina- 
tor Grant Leaity, one from 
the U.N. human rights of- 
fice and the one UNICEF 
representative in the Coun- 
try, Adele Khodr. A spokes- 
person for the U.N. Office 
for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs and 
some of the individuals ex- 
pelled didn't immediately 
comment. 

Findings from a joint inves- 
tigation into the war by the 
U.N. human rights office 
and the government-creat- 
ed Ethiopian Human Rights 


and criticism — are sched- 
uled for release on Nov. 1. It 
wasn't immediately clear if 
the probe will be affected 
by the expulsion of a U.N. 
member of the joint team, 
Sonny Onyegbula. 

Earlier, Ethiopia's govern- 
ment suspended the oper- 
ations of two major interna- 
tional aid groups — Doctors 
Without Borders and the 
Norwegian Refugee Com- 
mittee — accusing them of 
spreading "misinformation’ 
about the war. 

The government is so wary 
that humanitarian workers 
boarding rare flights to Ti- 
gray have been told they 
couldn't bring such items as 
can openers, multivitamins 
and medicine, even per- 
sonal ones, as well as the 
means to document the 
crisis, including hard drives 
and flash drives. L) 


Associated Press 


Commission — arare setup that has drawn concern 


The Sea is Served 
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Indulge in an endless seafood buffet every Sunday night at Aquarius. 
Enjoy countless seafood options from hand-made sushi to exquisite 
fish dishes made with fresh local ingredients. 


Every Sunday from 5:30pm-10:30pm. 
$65 pp + 15% service charge. 


For more info. or to make a reservation, please call 523-6156. 
Or visit facebook.com/AquariusRestaurantAruba. 


FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER AS) LOCAL 


Soon home COVID-19 test will become available in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - Within a few weeks the 
pharmacies in Aruba will sell Coronavirus 
self-tests that you can carry out yourself at 
home. 


Recently the Department of Public Health 
(DVG) and the Inspectorate of Public 
Health reached a consensus regarding 
the requirements the self-test must comply 
with for its use in Aruba. After outlining the 
criteria, now the process continues with 
the import of these tests by the pharma- 
cies (through IVA). The DVG foresees that 
in mid-October 2021, these tests will be on 
the market in Aruba. 

The factors that played a role in the deci- 

sion to introduce the self-tests are: 

e Recent studies indicate that some of 
these tests show an acceptable sensi- 
tivity grade and specificity in different 
groups (sub-population); 

e We are entering a different phase of 
the pandemic. Bit by bit, we have to 
minimalize interference in our daily 
lives and society, including physical 
education and the commercial sec- 
tor. The self-test is a tool that can help 
to bring some perspective in this mat- 
Ter; 

e The introduction of the self-test will not 
affect the primary strategy of the DVG 
to test suspicious cases. It is an addi- 
tion and not a substitute of the current 
policy of the DVG; 

¢ Currently, persons without symptoms 
(that will not be traveling), can not 
easily get a COVID test. To make the 
test more accessible, soon persons 
without symptoms that want to take a 


COVID test can pay to take the Test at 
an accredited lab or buy a self-test at 
a pharmacy in Aruba; 

e At this moment, Aruba can confirm/ 
verify the positive results of self-tests 
through a PCR test. 

e The government notices a demand for 
self-tests primarily by the private, hotel, 
and commercial sectors. 

The community needs to be aware that 
the result of a self-test is not an official di- 
agnosis. 
For example, if the person's self-test is Dosi- 
tive, the person must take a PCR test at 
an accredited lab to verify the result. With- 
out the PCR test, the DVG will not contact 
the person for contact tracing, and SVb 
will not cover the isolation expenses. If the 
self-test result is negative, one must always 
consider that it can be a false negative 
since the person took the test too early or 
did not adequately take the test. 
The introduction of the self-test is the 
framework of screening, where citizens 
can test themselves and stop the spread 
of the COVID-19. The goal of the self-test 
is to detect more COVID-19 infections 
among citizens with light or without symp- 
toms and for who a PCR-test is limited. If 
you have symptoms, please visit the web 
page _ hitps://covid19test.healthapp.aw 
and ask for a code to make an appoint- 
ment for a COVID-19 test or contact your 
home physician to take a PCT test at an 
accredited lab. 

In closing, it is essential to mention that the 

introduction of the self-test is not without 

risks. However, combined with the cor- 
rect information and responsibility of our 
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(+297) 594 6395 
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citizens, it can help to give an overview of the COVID-19 
cases among our population. The self-tests also contrib- 
ute to a reduction in COVID-19 cases, if the persons test- 
ing positive with a self-test follow the required process.L] 








Mega Win $100,000 Cash Giveaway 2021 
The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba launches its amazing 
campaign for 2021: $100,000 
in cash prizes 
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PALM BEACH —The Casino 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
has just launched its cam- 
paign for 2021: Mega Win 
$100,000 Cash Giveaway, 
where they will be giving 
away $100,000 in cash 
prizes. This campaign 
starts October 1st with the 
grand finally on Decem- 
ber 30th. 


= 


Starting October Ist all 
members of The Casino 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
can participate in this 
amazing campaign. To 
sign Up as anew member 
of The Casino VIP Club 
is very easy: just bring a 
valid ID to The Casino VIP 
Desk, membership is free 
of charge. For every 80 
points on Slot Machines 
and every $40 in Theoreti- 
cal Win on table games, 
you will receive one raffle 
ticket. 

You can also participate 
by dining at Casa Nonna 
New York and BLT Steak. 
With every dinner pur- 
chase at these restav- 
rants, you will receive a 
voucher. Simply present 
the restaurant voucher 
together with the dinner 
receipt at The Casino VIP 
Desk on the same night to 
redeem your raffle ticket. 


There will be Twenty (20) 
finalists that will be select- 
ed on the following dates: 
« Five (5) finalists out of 
the big raffle box on 
October 29th 





¢ Five (5) finalists out of 
the big raffle box on 
November 26th 

¢ Five (5) finalists out of 
the big raffle box on 
December 30th 

e Five (5) finalists 
through the Top Play- 
er Points Race on De- 
cember 30th 


The Grand Finale will take 
place on December 30th 
where twenty (20) final- 
ists will participate to win 
$100,000 in cash prizes. 
The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba invites you 
to visit the casino and 
Sign-Up as a new member 
of the VIP Club if you are 
not a member yet, to par- 
ticipate in this amazing 
campaign. The Casino at 
The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba is 
also re-launching its Tier 
Program called Elevate, 
which offers exclusive 
benefits on the island. The 
Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba is known to provide 
high quality personalized 
service, different table 
games, a great selection 
of the latest slot machines 
and now live entertain- 
ment every Friday and 
Saturday. 

For more information how 
to particioate for the 
$100,000 Cash Giveaway, 
visit us at The Casino at 
The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
VIP Desk or call Us at 527- 
2276/ 527-2277 and we 
will be delighted to assist 
you.) 








WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN Ui): CLUB? 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


; a Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
30 minutes from , | en : 

Z Y | Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
7pm to 11:30pm! The Brownstone Ribs & Seatood | Subway 
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We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
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CINEARUBA presents Playa Film Festival 


ORANJESTAD — A 3-day film festival with focus on the ex- 
change of experiences and the sharing of knowledge and Sunday October 3rd, 2021 


shea ane via nel list ak Se ice come | 4:00 PM | Screening International Sports —_| Black Box 95 minutes, 16+ 
ogether with visitors in a selection of master classes, semi- : 
nars, workshops, and networking events. The festival will oO EM Masterclass: Story Development Development Room1l |45 minutes, Al-Ages - minutes, All-Ages 


6:00 PM | Kids Workshop: Cartoon Voice | Black Box A5 minutes, All-Ages 
Over 


7:00 PM | Talks: Home Made 45 minutes, All-Ages 


contribute to the development, innovation, and expertise in 
the sector. 


The organization is well known for its excellence In carrying | 7:00 PM | Masterclass: Sound Good Black Box 45 minutes, All-Ages 


out projects such as the award winning feature film 'Abo So’, 


the multidisciplinary educational project ‘Tribi Sona’ and the SH eee poe pegey oo x soa meals 
cultural awareness project 'Biba Cultura’. CINEARUBA's films | 8:00 PM | Screening: Kingdom of Shorts | Outdoor Theater | 105 minutes, PG 
have showcase Aruba to the world. Fundacion CINEARUBA, Part 2 

formerly AVI-Audiovisual Institute of Aruba, is an indepen- | 10:00] Music: Soundtrack Session +Net- | Outdoor Theater | 120 minutes, Adults 
dent not-for-profit organization established in 2010 by Aru- | PM working 


ban filmmaker Juan Francisco Pardo. 





The Playa film Festival will take place from October Ist fo October 3rd, 2021 at Ate- 
CINEARUBA started as an educational organization, de-_ lier’s 89 Ateliers '89 Punto di Beyas Arte Aruba Foundation, located at Dominicanes- 
voted to developing an active aqudiovisual culture in Aruba = senstraat 34 in Oranjestad. For more information go to cinearuba.com or call +297 
through educational programs (Learn), practical projects 560 4804.L) 
(Make/Do) and screening. In 2015 CINEARUBA expanded its 
goals and services to benefit the educational, creative, cul- 
tural, and social sector. 


Friday, Oct. 1st, 8:00 PM OPENING FILM 

Neighbours, Switzerland Directed by Mano Khalil, 120 min- 
utes, General 

With a fine sense of humor and satire, the film tells of a child- 
hood, which, between dictatorshio and dark drama, also 
has its light moments. How much friendship, love and solidar- 
ity are possible in times of repression and despotism? 

At 10:00 PM: Music: The Soundtrack Session by DJ Adriano 
Nanof, 120 minutes, Adults. 

4:00 PM 


Mr. Price honored for his loyalty 


Schedule Saturday October 2nd, 2021 


4:00PM | Films & Talks: 48 hour | Black Box A5 minutes, General 
Film project 

5:00 PM | Screening: Kids Shorts | Black Box 45 minutes, General 
& Animations 


4 z 


PALM BEACH — Recently the Aru- with some presents and thanked 
ba Tourism Authority honored the him for choosing Aruba as their 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba as vacation destination and as their 
a token of appreciation for visit- Nome away from home for so 
ing the island for more than years many years on behalf of the Gov- 


6 
b and more consecutive years. ernment of Aruba. 


8:00 PM _ | Seminar: Film Acting Black Box 90 minutes, General 


7:00 PM _ | Workshop: Movie Ma-}| Room 1 
quette 

8:00 PM |Screening: Kingdom | Outdoor 103 minutes, PG 
of Shorts Part 1 Theater 


10:00PM | Music: 


Soundtrack | Outdoor] 120 minutes, Adults 
Session +Networking | Theater 


OOPM | Kids Workshop: Lego} Room | A5 minutes, All-Ages 
Stop Motion 
ert 45 minutes, All-Ages 


700 PM |Screening: The Golf| Black Box 90 minutes, 16+ 
Ball — USA 





The honoree was: 

Mr. John Price, resident of Con- 
necticut USA. 

Marouska Heyliger representing 
the Aruba Tourism Authority to- 
gether with the members of Divi 
Phoenix Aruba bestowed the cer- 
tificate to the honoree together 


Price stated that the reason for 
coming back to Aruba are: 

The warm inviting sun 

The gracious treatment from ev- 
eryone 

The Sea & Climate 

My wife took me there, first out of 
country visitL]} 
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Testing Center 










NAAT molecular (PCR): 

Result in 30 minutes! 

Antigen Test: $50 
| PCR Test also available | 
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NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 
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Aruba Living Today, real estate mediation: 
We believe in building a connection and constructing a future 


NOORD — “My goal was to do real estate in 
a different way when | established this com- 
pany June Ist 2009. Not from the perspec- 
tive of only selling, but to look for the perfect 
match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all 
involved are happy and connected by that 
personal touch,” says Randolph Arends, 
owner of Aruba Living Today. Together with 
his business partner Berend Prenger and a 
dedicated team they practice what they 
preach: mediation in Real Estate with a high 
service level. “| am proud to state that so far 
all of my clients stayed with us. | am not sell- 
ing a fairytale, in ten years of course there 
were challenges too but it is about how you 
handle those. It’s like with family, you stick 
together with ups and downs. But the love is 
there.” 


Services offered by Aruba Living Today are 
House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, 
Property Management, Vacation Rental, Mort- 
gages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Ar- 
rangements for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bu- 
reaucracy Process and Assisting In Import of Fur- 
niture. Berend Is also a certified Appraisal within 
the Dutch Kingdom meaning he does your ap- 
oraisal report that is accepted by all banks and 
he delivers within three days. “This definitely 
soeeds up the process of buying,” he says. This 
different approach of real estate is what sets 
Aruba Living Today apart and is also the reason 
why Randolph calls himself a property mediator 
instead of a real estate broker. “The personal 
touch is essential to me. | am stepping aside of 
the image that real estate brokers are only in 
for the commission. This image does not fit me 
at all, | am in for my passion and | can only do 
this from the heart.” 


Testimonials 

What better way to reinforce his words than 
sharing some of the amazing testimonials Aru- 
ba Living Today received from their clients. We 
made a selection for you because we lack 
soace fo publish them all. 


J. 1987 

“Randoloh and his team helped us immensely 
to find our dream home on Aruba. Their ser- 
vice Is excellent, before and after buying the 
house. His office also helped us with financing 
the property. 

Finding the perfect home is the goal, but what 
| found just as important during the whole pro- 
cess Is Randolph's integrity. He really looks at 
what you need, doesn't make false claims 
and also advices you correctly when it is not 


in his own interest. This makes 
you feel valued and in good 
hands.” 


vanmullem1 

“Without any doubt the best 
real estate agent on the Island! 
Randoloh helped out buy- 
ing Our property on the island, 
representing us as a buyer. 
The guy knows the island and 
most people in Aruba what is a 
great help. His after sales goes 
way beyond expected and 
included services like helping 
getting connected to water, 
electricity and gas. If needed 
he can help you find renters 
for your house and managing 
it, again with the same service 
and transparency. Summariz- 
ing, the guy and his company 
are our eyes and ears on the 
island if we are not there.” 


Debora Zywusko 
“My husband and | have been 


= _)  info@medcare.aaw / www.medcare.aw 





coming to Aruba for 30 years 
and have dreamed about 
owning our own home in Aru- 
ba. | was referred to Randolph 
from Aruba Living Today. | am 
a Realtor myself in the US for 38 
years, so finding the right Real- 
tor was the key. Randolph and 
his team has made this process 
a piece of cake. His integrity 
and honesty has made him 
a success, always available 
when we called or wanted to 
meet. Not only is he our Real- 
tor, but a new lifelong friend!!! 
Be sure to call him.” 


Frank Stolp 

“Aruba Living Today is prob- 
ably the best real estate agent 
on the Island. Randoloh and 
his team arranged long term 
rental houses for us, communi- 
cation with them is always cor- 
rect and they resoond quickly. 
Absolutely recommend Aruba 
Living Today!” 


Linda Kandel 

“THE BEST! No other way to de- 
scribe the way | was treated at 
this company. ABOVE AND BE- 
YOND any expected services. 
5 star all the way! Don't hesi- 
tate.” 


The door is open 

Aruba Living Today houses in 
an authentic Aruban house, 
welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes 
the philosophy of connecting. 
Candles, Buddha ornaments, 
magazines and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to 
sit and talk about your dream 
house or investment. Aruba 
Living Today caters for both 
local and foreign market di- 
vided into 40 % local buyers 
and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our 
customers come from Holland, 
Belgium, Norway, Germany, 
UK, Russia, Latin America, 
United States and Canada. 
We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with dif- 
ferent cultures, also we soeak 
four languages.” Besides that 
Aruba Living Today is open to 
every budget, they have ist- 
ings for all category buyers. 
As a member of the Aruban 
Real Estate Association they 
are listed also on the website 
www.drubalisting.com within 
a group of 20 of the most ad- 
vanced realtors on the Island. 
Aruba Living Today is featured 
as well on television and you 
can find them on House Hunt- 
ers, Social Media - Aruba Living 
Today and of course in Aruba 
Today’s newspaper.) 


Aruba Living Today 

Tanki leendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9767 

GON 7 foe 7 7o0 
@GelltpA7 7 a7 777 

Mail info@livingtoday.aw 
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Surging natur 


By CATHY BUSSEWITZ 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Brace for 
Q rude surprise on your win- 
ter heating bills. 

After years of Unusually in- 
expensive levels, the price 
of natural gas in the Unit- 
ed States has more than 
doubled since this time last 
year. In Europe and Asia, 
wholesale prices are more 
than five times what they 
were a year ago. 

The surging costs have co- 
incided with a robust re- 
covery from the pandemic 
recession, with more homes 
and businesses burning all 
forms of fuel. That intensi- 
fied demand is poised to 
contribute to higher heat- 
ing costs in many areas of 
the world. 

Having enjoyed a_ pro- 
longed period of low pric- 
es, consumers of natural 
gas are facing the burden 
of far more expensive fuel 
— and the prospect of 
much higher heating bills 
this winter. 

“Consumers got used to 
very low prices last year, 
because with the pan- 
demic everything was shut 
down," said Mark Wolfe, ex- 
ecutive director of the Na- 
tional Energy Assistance Di- 
rectors Association. "Now, 
everything's coming back 
online, industry is returning 
and natural gas is being 
used again in very large 
quantities. And that's push- 
ing up the price." 

In Europe and Asia, some 
companies that rely on nat- 
ural gas have been forced 
out of business because of 
the higher prices. Four small 
British energy companies 
failed in recent weeks. Fer- 
tilizer producers, which use 
natural gas as a feedstock, 
are struggling. So are heavy 
industries that require signif- 
icant heat, such as alumi- 
num or cement producers. 
Power companies in  Ev- 
rope and Asia are en- 
gaged in bidding wars over 
shiploads of liquid natural 
gas, thereby driving up the 
cost. Prices are also spiking 
in the U.S., which converts 
some of its natural gas into 
liquid and ships it to Europe 
and Asia. Those higher 
costs are showing up in gas 
bills for Consumers around 
the globe. Analysts expect 


> 
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those prices to rise further 
through winter, when cus- 
tomers are most reliant on 
the fuel. 

The main reason natural 
gas prices have jumped Is 
that demand for fuel has 
accelerated as economies 
have recovered from the 
damage caused by the 
pandemic. But there's an- 
other key factor too: There's 
simply less gas on the mar- 
ket. 

The factors that have dimin- 
ished the supply are varied. 
When the pandemic was 
raging, oil prices tumbled 
and producers ran low on 
money to drill. Once they 
curtailed drilling for oil, they 
also retrieved less gas, be- 
cause most wells pump 
both oil and gas out of the 
ground at the same time. 
What's more, Europe 
burned through significant 
natural gas last winter to 
heat homes during frigid 
weather, leaving storage 
tanks with little fuel. Then 
the summer was less windy 
than usual, so wind turbines 
didn't generate as much 
energy as expected. That, 
in turn, led nations to burn 
more natural gas, further 
depleting reserves. 

At the same time, Russia re- 
duced its natural gas sup- 
ply to Europe, noted Car- 
los Torres Diaz, an analyst 
at Rystad Energy. All those 
factors combined to send 


In this Aug. 26, 2021 file photo, a flare burns natural gas at an oil well Aug. 26, 2021, in Watford 


natural gas prices in Europe 
skyrocketing to roughly $26 
per million BTUs, compared 
with just $4 at the same 
time last year. 

A similar pattern occurred 
in China and Japan: Power 
plants burned more natu- 
ral gas than usual to cool 
homes on a series of UnusuU- 
ally hot days. Prices surged 
to $29 per million BTU in 
Asia, Rystad Energy calcu- 
lated, from $5 a year ago. 
lra Joseph, an analyst at 
S&P Global Platts, noted 
that demand for liquid nat- 
ural gas has been robust, 
even at much higher pric- 
es. In Japan, Pakistan, Ban- 
gladesh, Taiwan and Indo- 
nesia, prices are so high 
that power companies will 
likely burn oil instead, ac- 
cording to Rystad. For the 
earth's environment, that 
could become an alarm- 
ing trend. Burning oil gener- 
ates more climate-harming 
emissions than burning nat- 
ural gas. 

The wholesale price of nat- 
ural gas in the U.S. has ex- 
ceeded $5, up sharply from 
$2 to $3 during most of the 
oast two years. That's the 
highest price since 2014, 
though it's well below levels 
reached in the 2000s, when 
prices surpassed $10 per 
million BTU.And drought- 
stricken places such as 
Brazil have been left with 
less hydropower and are 
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burning more natural gas 
instead, adding to global 
demand and leaving even 
less gas on the market. 

For customers in the U.S., Eu- 
rope and Asia, winter heat- 
ing bills could be sharply 
higher. In the U.S., accord- 
ing to the National Energy 
Assistance Directors  As- 
sociation, natural gas bills 
could be as much as 30% 
more for consumers this 
winter, with the average 
cost to heat a home rising 
to $750, from $572 over the 
same months last winter. 
Oil prices, too, have surged 
— to nearly $80 a barrel in 
Europe and $75 in the USS. 
Just as with natural gas, a 
key reason is that produc- 
ers sharply curtailed drilling 
during the pandemic. An- 
other reason is that some 
power providers switch to 
burning oil for power gener- 
ation if the price of natural 
gas goes too high, thereby 
increasing demand for oll 
and driving prices still high- 
er. The cost fo warm homes 
with heating oil or propane 
could surge 40%, accord- 


ing to NAEDA. 
All of that could cause 
hardships for customers 


who were already strug- 
gling. The energy  assis- 
tance association heloed 
a record 1.2 million house- 
holds pay their cooling bills 
over the summer — a level 
of aid up 46% from last year 
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and the most in the pro- 
gram's 40-year history. The 
increase was due in part 
to the higher temperatures 
that many experts have at- 
tributed to climate change. 
The need for assistance 
through the winter will likely 
grow for low-income fami- 
lies, with federal unemploy- 
ment aid having recently 
run out. 

"The ending of Unemploy- 
ment, for those families, 
outs them at greater risk for 
all expenses, not just ener- 
gy bills," Wolfe said. 

Natural gas producers in 
the U.S. might benefit from 
higher prices for gas sold in 
the United States or over- 
seas. Yet there's a limit to 
how much they can ex- 
port to Europe and Asia. 
Facilities along the U.S. Gulf 
Coast that export liquid 
natural gas, or LNG, are all 
shipping at capacity. 
Some companies have 
wanted to expand those 
export facilities or build 
new ones. But because 
gas prices were so low over 
the past few years, these 
companies couldn't find 
enough buyers who want- 
ed to sign long-term con- 
tracts. That could change, 
though, as buyers scramble 
for fuel. 

"A lot of them might be re- 
thinking their strategy and 
say, ‘OK, maybe it's worth 
signing long-term contracts 
at a more certain price, 
rather than being a risk and 
try to get gas or LNG in this 
volatile market,’ " Diaz said. 
Once those export facili- 
ties line Up more long-term 
contracts, they could land 
the additional investment 
they need to complete the 
orojects.L) 
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CROSSWORD 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACRGSS 39Note from 
1 Spice the boss 
from 40 Some 
nine roses A 
5 Forks over 44 Son of 
9 Golf bag Zeus 
group 
11 Brighten DOWN 
13Have faith 1 Catchers’ WLR LY 
In needs Yesterday's answer 
14 Chair 2 Quiver g Prepares 25Half ofa 
i ae _ : —— broccoli 60s rock 
16 Ketchikan Dag, 10Prisor group 
shopper, 
patina 3 camp 26 Home- 
may 
18 Distended = 4 Print te Peete line 
20 Print units —_ynits Max Seal 
1 Golfer 5 Praline 17 Was 27 Chasm 
Sam nut anead 28 Pict 
93 For fear 6 Weary 19 Some 30 Saleon 
that sigh July orders 
23 Machinery 7 {Sth- babies 431 Borders 
part century 22 Aerobatics 33 Entreaty 
24Bigbirdof sailing feat 37 Backer's 
myth ship 24 Perches vote 
25 Cronies  —— 5 — 
27 Natatonum er | a 
features 
ion Pe 
30 “Patton” 
and 
“Pollock,” 
for two 
32 Punch 
and Judy, 
e.g. 
34 Letter 
after 
upsilon 
35 Sufficient 
36 Used a 
Keyboard 
38 Gontemp- 
uous look 


AXMYDLEHAAAR 
KLONGPELLOW 


hie letter stands for another fn this sample. Ais wsed 
for the thrgg Tos. X for the twe Oes, ete. Siaghe Inters, 
upestraplies, the length and) fornuden of tu words 
arc al) Virtts. Faced chay the code letters are aliflerent. 
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Yesterday's Cryploquote: | WOLLD RATHER 
Bl. THR KIAN WHO BOWIE THE BRODER YS 
BRITaib, THAN THI: MAK Witt SOD IT, — WIY.T. 
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Fighting wave of misinfo, YouTube bans 
false vaccine claims 


YouTube 





This March 20, 2018, file photo shows the YouTube app on an 


iPad in Baltimore. 


By AMANDA SEITZ 

The Associated Press 
YouTube announced a 
sweeping crackdown of 
vaccine misinformation 
Wednesday that booted 
popular anti-vaccine influ- 
encers from its site and de- 
leted false claims that have 
been made about a range 
of immunizations. 

The video-sharing platform 
said it will no longer allow 
users To baselessly soecu- 
late that approved vac- 
cines, like the ones given to 
prevent the flu or measles, 
are dangerous or cause 
diseases. 

YouTube's latest attempt 
to stem a tide of vaccine 
misinformation comes as 
countries around the globe 
struggle to convince a 
somewhat vaccine hesi- 
tant public to accept the 
free immunizations that 
scientists say will end the 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
began 20 months ago. 
The tech platform, which Is 
owned by Google, already 
tried to ban COVID-19 vac- 
cine misinformation — last 
year, at the height of the 
pandemic. 

“We've steadily seen false 
claims about the coronavi- 
rus vaccines spill over into 
misinformation about vac- 
cines in general, and we're 
now ata point where it’s 
more important than ever 
to expand the work we 
started with COVID-19 To 
other vaccines,” YouTube 
said in a blog post. 

Up until Wednesday, anti- 
vaccine influencers, who 
have thousands of sub- 
scribers, had used YouTube 


Associated Press 


to stoke fears around vac- 
cines that health experts 
point out have been safely 
administered for decades. 
The YouTube channel of an 
organization run by envi- 
ronmental activist Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. was one of sev- 
eral popular anti-vaccine 
accounts that was gone by 
Wednesday morning. 

In an emailed statement to 
The Associated Press, Ken- 
nedy criticized the ban: 
“There is no instance in his- 
tory when censorship and 
secrecy have advanced 
either democracy or public 
health.” 

YouTube declined to pro- 
vide details on how many 
accounts were removed in 
the crackdown. 

Under its new policy, You- 
Tube says if will remove 
misinformation about any 
vaccine that has been 
approved by health au- 
thorities, such as the World 
Health Organization, and 
is currently being admin- 
istered. False claims that 
those vaccines are danger- 
ous or cause health Issues, 
like cancer, infertility or au- 
tism theories that scientists 
have discredited for de- 
cades but have endured 
on the internet should also 
be removed. 

“The concept that vac- 
cines harm instead of help 
is at the foundation of a 
lot of misinformation,” said 
Jeanine Guidry, a media 
and public health professor 
at Virginia Commonwealth 
University School of Medi- 
cine. 

She added that, if enforced 
properly, the new rules 


could stop bad information 
from influencing a new par- 
ent who Is using the internet 
to research whether or not 
to vaccinate their child, for 
example. 

But, as is Common when 
tech platforms announce 
stricter rules, loopholes re- 
main for anti-vaccine mis- 
information fo spread on 
YouTube. 

Claims about vaccines 
that are being tested will 
still be allowed. Personal 
stories about reactions to 
the vaccine will also be 
permitted, as long as they 
do not come from an ac- 
count that has a history of 
promoting vaccine misin- 
formation. 

Despite tech companies 
announcing a string of new 
rules around COVID-19 
and vaccine misinforma- 
tion during the pandemic, 
falsehoods have still found 
big audiences on the plat- 
forms. In March, Twitter be- 
gan labelling content that 
made misleading claims 
about COVID-19 vaccines 
and said it would ban ac- 
counts that repeatedly 
Share such posts. Face- 
book, which also owns 
Instagram, had already 
prohibited posts claiming 
COVID-19 vaccines cause 
infertility or contain track- 
iNg microchips, and in Feb- 
ruary announced it would 
similarly remove claims that 
vaccines are toxic or can 
cause health problems 
such as autism. LC} 


TIME SHARE 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Unit No.2341 

Week 30 and Week 31 
Fully furnished 

Fully equipped kitchenette 
Two TVs / sleeps 4 adults 
Many restaurants 
Cinema/casino/game room 
Pool/Ocean View 

Private Island 

Price: SSK each 

Both weeks $9 1/2 K 


Call: +297 593 6817 
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By JOSEPH PISANI 

AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Amca- 
Zon’s new robot can hear, 
see and follow you around 
the the home, but ifs no 
Rosey the Robot. 
Amazon's version, called 
Astro, doesn't cook or clean 
like the animated charac- 
ter from “The Jetsons,” but 
it can check If you left the 
stove on while you’re out 
or send an alert if someone 
enters the house if doesn't 
recognize. 

It uses cameras, sensors 
and artificial technology 
to avoid walls or dogs, and 
Amazon said Astro which 
also happens to be the 
name of the Jetson’s dog 
will only get smarter as time 
goes on. It does do some 
housework: Snacks or a 
can of soda can be placed 
on its back to be carted to 
someone across the house. 
The $1,000 robot, which will 
be sent out to customers 
later this year, was one of 
a slew of gadgets Amazon 


Unveiled Tuesday as part of 
its annual event ahead of 
the holidays. 

Astro, however, stole the 
show. Amazon executive 
David Limp asked the 1/7- 
inch (43-centimeter) — tall 
robot to come on stage 
during the virtual event, 
then asked it to beatbox. Its 
round digital eyes close or 
widen as it does tasks, giv- 
ing It a human-like touch. 
Amazon said a_ limited 
number of the Astro will be 
sold, but didn’t provide a 
number. 

Besides the robot, Ama- 
zon also unveiled a picture 
frame-like screen that can 
be hung to a wall and has 
Amazon's Alexa voice as- 
sistant built in. The compa- 
ny foresees If going in the 
kitchen, where users can 
see recioes, check their 
schedule or watch a show 
as they cook. Also Tuesday, 
the Seattle-based compoa- 
ny said its Echo listening de- 
vices will be put in Disney 
hotel rooms next year so 
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Amazon unveils ‘Jetsons’-like roaming robot for the home vy 
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This photo provided by Amazon shows the company’s new 


robot called Astro. 


that guests can order tow- 
els from room service or ask 
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it the fastest way to get toa 
theme park.) 





U.N. agency: Innovation continued 
even as coronavirus emerged 


By JAMEY KEATEN 

Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — The U.N.’s 
intellectual property agen- 
cy said Monday that inno- 
vation marched forward 
last year despite the im- 
pact of the coronavirus 
outbreak. Technology, 
oharmaceuticals and bio- 
tech industries boosted 
their investments, even as 
hard-hit sectors like trans- 
oort and travel eased back 
on spending. The World In- 
tellectual Property Orga- 
nization, which helps co- 
ordinate and approve in- 
ternational patents, trade- 
marks and other intellec- 
tual property, also warned 
that change in the overall 


ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY 3 OCT 9am 
shop open 9am-1pm 
GREAT DISCOUNTS 
OPEN Ma-Za 9.30-1 


MARKET/GarageSale 
otart 9i@RococoPlaza 
Info whatsap 741-5640 





“innovation landscape” 
was happening too slowly, 
saying a broader array of 
countries should benefit 
from it as the world rebuilds 
after the pandemic ebbs. 
The findings released Mon- 
day emerged from WIPO's 
latest innovation index re- 
port for 2020, which ranked 
Switzerland, Sweden, the 
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United States, Britain, and 
fast-climber South Korea 
driven partly from creativ- 
ity like K-Pop music as the 
most innovative econo- 
mies. 

China and France edged 
up in the rankings, which 
continue to be dominated 
by Asia, Europe and North 
America. 
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HEALTH 





DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe PretoTel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 
Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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More than a statue: 


By DAVID BAUDER AP Me- 
dia Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — When 
Anderson Cooper was 6 
years old, his father took 
him to see the statue of 
Cornelius ‘The Commo- 
dore" Vanderbilt near New 
York's Grand Central Ter- 
minal. The transportation 
magnate was America's 
richest man when he died 
in 1877, the 19th century 
equivalent of Jeff Bezos or 
Bill Gates. 

He was also Cooper's great- 
great-great grandfather. 
For much of his life, the CNN 
personality shunned his lin- 
eage. Now 54 and a father 
himself, Cooper has taken 
a second look and, with 
historian Katherine Howe, 
written the book "Vander- 
bilt: The Rise and Fall of an 
American Dynasty" that ex- 
plores the family's compli- 
cated legacy. 

The Commodore was ob- 
sessed with making money, 
and left behind $100 million 
— real coin back in those 
days. Yet that obsession 
damaged those around 
him, and succeeding gen- 
erations of Vanderbilts, 
fairly and unfairly, became 
symbols of the “idle rich" 
and frittered away a for- 
Tune. 

"Certainly, when | started 
working in news, | didn't 
want to show up on stories 
and have people say, ‘Oh, 
this guy is a Vanderbilt’ or 
whatever,’ Cooper § said. 
"| didn't think any good 
could come of It, person- 
ally or professionally. | really 
worked hard not to do any- 
thing that would associate 
me with that." 

Researching the family 
“was like opening a door 
and discovering this whole 
history that | consciously 
avoided knowing about," 
he said. 

It's startling to read Cooper 
describe taking on extra 
Shifts at CNN to helo pay 
for his mother's nurses when 
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Cooper explores the Vanderbilt legacy 





This combination photo shows cover art for "Vanderbilt: The Rise and Fall of An American Dynasty," 
left, and co-author Anderson Cooper at the 13th annual CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute in New 
York on Dec. 8, 2019. 


she recuperated from a fall. 
This was Gloria Vanderbilt, 
given the hated nickname 
“the poor little rich girl" dur- 
ing a sensational custody 
trial in 1934, who inherited 
$4 million when she turned 
21. 

He tells about his mother, 
who died in 2019 at age 95, 
calling him once because 
she desperately needed 
two screens for her apart- 
ment made of valuable 
walloaper — walloaper she 
once had and sold. They 
cost $50,000. Bored with 
the screens six months lat- 
er, she asked If Cooper had 
room for them in his base- 


ment. 
"No one," Cooper and 
Howe write, “can make 


money evaporate into thin 
air like a Vanderbilt." 


His mom's inheritance was 
gone by the time he was 
born, but she had suc- 
cess on her own: Most 
Americans today dssoci- 
ate Gloria Vanderbilt with 
the designer jeans line she 
launched in 1977. When 
she died, there wasn't 
much left in her estate be- 
yond the apartment she 
owned, Cooper said. 

‘| sometimes think if she 
didn't have the Vander- 
bilt name, she would have 
been better off,” he said. 
“People would have looked 
at her more like she really 
was' instead of what they 
assumed. 

In the book, the authors 
zero in on a handful of Van- 
derbilts, from the Commo- 
dore's namesake son, who 
shot himself in the head at 
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age 51, to Gladys Vander- 
bilt, forced in 2018 to move 
out of the Newport, Rnode 
Iskand, mansion that her 
great-grandparents built in 
1895. The journey of Alva 
Erskine Smith Vanderbilt, 
who divorced the Com- 
modore's grandson Willie, is 
fascinating for what If says 
about the role of women 
a century ago. She burned 
to establish the Vanderbilts 
in a New York high society 
that shunned them, then 
turned her back on that by 
becoming an activist for 
women's suffrage. 

Her ex-husband's life re- 
volved around — parties, 
yachts and the horses. He 
said before he died: "My 
life was never destined to 
be quite happy ... Inherited 
wealth is a real handicap 
to happiness. It is as certain 
a death to ambition as co- 
caine is to morality." 
Cooper takes a pass on 
the cocaine’ reference, 
but said he "absolutely" be- 
lieves the sentiment about 
inherited wealth. Much of 
what the Vanderbilts left 
behind didn't survive, he 
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sald. 

‘The things that they 
thought were monuments, 
which were the houses 
they built and spent a for- 
tune on, were torn down 
in 60 years in many cases," 
he said. "They were just too 
bloated and impossible to 
keep up and times change. 
They couldn't be sold off to 
other rich people, because 
they didn't want them." 
The book Is short of details 
on Cornelius Vanderbilt's 
business success. Cooper 
figures there are other re- 
sources for that. He wanted 
to explore more of the per- 
sonal side. 

It wasn't pretty. The patri- 
arch played favorites with 
his sons and largely ignored 
his daughters, figuring they 
would get married and not 
carry on the Vanderbilt 
name. 

"| certainly would not have 
wanted to have grown up 
in his house," Cooper said. 
"But | admire that he did 
create new businesses — 
not just one empire but two 
empires. What he did was 
extraordinary, but it came 
at great cost to those 
around him." 

He believes he and his 
mother inherited some- 
thing of the Commodore's 
work ethic. 

‘| don't have the drive for 
money in that way," he 
said. "But | certainly under- 
stand the drive to make a 
name for yourself and try to 
create something in your 
chosen field, and do things 
that feel important." 

After his mother's death, 
Cooper began to explore 
the journals, letters, docu- 
ments and photos she left 
behind and, he wrote, "be- 
gan to hear the voices of 
those people | never knew." 
When his own son was born 
in 2020, he wondered what 
he would tell him about the 
family, what lessons could 
be learned. He doesn't 
know whether he'll retrace 
with his own son the steps 
he took with his father to 
the statue long ago but, ar- 
guably, he's already done 
something more valuable 
with the book. 

‘| wanted him to have a 
sense of who they were as 
people,’ he said. "For better 
or worse.') 
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By DAVID BRANDT 

AP Sports Writer 

Los Angeles Dodgers right- 
hander Walker Buehler has 
a lot of pride in reaching 
200 innings pitched this sea- 
son, especially considering 
he's battled injuries through 
parts of his career, includ- 
ing Tommy John surgery. 
Considering the current 
state of big-league pitch- 
ing, it's even more impres- 
sive. 

‘I've never done it before 
and it's weird because it 
used to be the norm,” Bue- 
hler said. "It's been a goal 
of mine for a long time. It's 
hard to put into words be- 
cause you're doing it over 
32,33 Siarls.: 

It appears that just four 
pitchers will reach the 
200-inning mark this sea- 
son, including Buehler, 
Phillies right-hander Zack 
Wheeler, Cardinals right- 
hander Adam Wainwright 
and Marlins righty Sandy 
Alcantara. That would be 
the fewest in a full season in 
modern MLB history. 
Buehler's durability has 
been a bonus for the 
Dodgers, who have won 
102 games and are still in 
the hunt for another NL 
West title. 

It's great, certainly con- 
sidering what we've been 
through with © pitching," 
Dodgers manager Dave 
Roberts said. "To really be 
able to bank six or six-plus 
(innings) every time he 
takes the mound Is huge." 
It wasn't long ago that 200 
innings pitched in a sea- 
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Quick hook: MLB's 200-inning club becomes even smaller 


Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Walker Buehler throws to the plate during the first inning of a 
baseball game against the San Diego Padres Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021, in Los Angeles. 


son was Ga COMMON OccuTr- 
rence in the big leagues 
—a sign of a solid, healthy 
season but nothing spe- 
cial. Just two years ago, 15 
pitchers topped the mark. 
In 2011, there were 39, led 
by Justin Verlander's 251 in- 
nings. No one will get close 
to touching 250 this season. 
Wheeler could top 220 de- 
pending on how many in- 
nings he throws in his final 
start as the Phillies chase 
slim playoff hopes in the NL 
East. 

There are myriad reasons 
the 200-inning starter is be- 
coming so rare. Among 
them: 

— The COVID-19 effect: 
The workload for starting 


pitchers had been trending 
downward for years, but It 
really accelerated during 
the coronavirus-shortened 
2020 season. When pitch- 
ers returned for the ab- 
breviated summer camp, 
teams were ultra-cautious 
with their starters. It's an ap- 
proach that's largely con- 
tinued into 2021. 

— Pitch counts. The con- 
cept of limiting a starter's 
pitches in an outing Is far 
from new, but managers 
are sticking to lower limits, 
even for ace pitchers. In 
2019, starters were allowed 
to throw at least 100 pitch- 
es 1,167 times. Two years 
later, that number might 
not even reach 700. 


Frank Thomas heads group that buys 
Field of Dreams site 


DYERSVILLE, lowa (AP) — 


Frank Thomas has found his 
Field of Dreams. 

The Hall of Famer has 
headed a venture that 
bought controlling interest 
in Go the Distance Base- 
ball's stake of All-Star Ball- 
park Heaven and the Field 
of Dreams Movie Site. 

The company said Thurs- 
day that This is Heaven 
Like PON eempeny ol eine 
53-year-old Thomas and 
Chicago real estate devel- 
oper Rick Heidner, bought 


the interests in Go the Dis- 
tance Baseball owned by 
the Denise M. Stillman Trust. 
Thomas will be chief ex- 
ecutive officer and former 
Chicago White Sox gener- 
al manager Dan Evans will 
be chief operating officer. 
Stillman headed a group 
that bought the field, the 
location of the 1989 movie 
"Field of Dreams," and the 
adjacent Lansing fam- 
lly farm in 2011. The site of 
about 190 acres includes a 
working cornfield. She died 


in 2018. 

Major League Baseball 
built a ballpark adjacent 
to the movie site, and the 
New York Yankees and 
Chicago White Sox played 
the first big league game 
there on Aug. 12. The Chi- 
COOem Cubs -oncs einen. 
nati Reds are scheduled to 
play there next Aug. 11. 
Thomas, a five-time All-Star 
and two-time AL MVP nick- 
named the Big Hurt, was 
Inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2014...) 


Associated Press 


— Openers. Also not a new 
concept, but the idea of 
starting the game with a 
reliever or having "bulloen’ 
games has become more 
commonplace — through- 
out the league. The Tampa 
Bay Rays — who made the 
World Series in 2020 and 
could win 100 games this 
season — have been one 
of the biggest proponents 
of the trend. Their starting 
pitchers have thrown less 
than 80 pitches 84 times this 
season, which leads MLB. 

— 26-man rosters. MLB has 
historically allowed 25 play- 
ers on the active roster, but 
that number was bumped 
to 28 in the altered 2020 
season. Starting in 2021, the 


number was reduced to 
26, but it still allowed many 
teams to carry another 
pitcher in the bulloen. The 
31-year-old Wheeler has 
evolved into one of MLB's 
best pitchers, but even with 
his team locked in a playoff 
race, manager Joe Girardi 
has had a close eye on the 
right-hander's pitch counts. 
He's topped 100 pitches 
just once in his last six starts. 
"They're just looking out for 
me, Wheeler said. "| com- 
municate with them be- 
tween starts on how | feel. 
Thats why we're doing 
what we're doing. | want to 
keep pitching for the rest of 
the season and hopefully 
into the playoffs." 
Wainwright might be the 
most unlikely member 
of this year's club. The 
40-year-old has been one 
of the game's top pitchers 
for a long time but this is his 
first 200-inning season since 
2014. He led the National 
League with 241 2/3 innings 
pitched in 2013. 

The 26-year-old Alcantara 
is the most anonymous of 
the bunch, quietly leading 
the Marlins pitching § staff. 
Miami manager Don Mat- 
tingly said pitchers still rel- 
ish taking the mound every 
fifth day and going deep 
into games. 

"When he's out there, he's 
thinking nine (innings) alll 
the time," Mattingly said. 
"He doesn't like coming out 
of games. It's just a continu- 
ation of his growth. It's a 
mark for guys just being out 
there for your club."L) 





Thomas holds the 2005 World Series Champion trophy before a 
baseball game between the Kansas City Royals and the Chi- 
cago White Sox in Chicago, in this Saturday, July 18, 2015, file 
photo. 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) is interviewed on the field after the NFL Super Bowl 55 football game against 
the Kansas City Chiefs, in Tampa, Fla., in this Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, file photo. 


By TIM DAHLBERG 

AP Sports Columnist 

Tom Brady's return to New 
England will surely be a 
massive lovefest, at least up 
until the moment he lines 
Uo under center Sunday 
night for Tampa Bay. With 
good reason, because 
there's a lot fo celebrate for 
the greatest quarterback 
of his time and the legacy 
he somehow keeps writing 
at the age of 44. 

Everyone knows about the 
six Super Bowl rings for the 
Patriots and the late-game 
comebacks so  numer- 
ous they're hard to count. 
Brady also won 219 regu- 
lar-season games for New 
England and was _ 30-10 
overall in the playoffs, with 
73 touchdown passes. 
Along the way, he and 
coach Bill Belichick trans- 
formed the Patriots into 


Qa juggernaut the likes of 
which the NFL has never 
seen. Brady's numbers are 
so impressive that he'll be a 
first ballot Hall of Famer, as- 
suming, of Course, he ever 
decides to retire. But while 
he gets well-deserved ac- 
colades for 20 seasons of 
soectacular work in New 
England, let's not forget 
some other numbers. 

At least five footballs soft- 
ened by taking some air 
out of them in the 2015 
AFC championship game 
against Indianapolis. A 
four-game suspension for 
Brady for his part in deflat- 
ing them, and a $1 million 
fine and loss of two draft 
picks for the Patriots. 

No, it probably won't get 
mentioned on the NBC 
telecast because if doesn't 
fit the narrative. Sunday's 
game is ad moment to cel- 


ebrate a remarkable run 
with one team and one 
coach, not to dwell on the 
mistakes made along the 
way. 

Like if or not, though, De- 
flategate is part of Brady's 
legacy. If always will be, 
even though he steadfastly 
denies the allegations that 
led to his suspension. 

If may not matter to New 
England fans, who for the 
most part believe their 
quarterback was unjustly 
punished to begin with. 
But if needs to be remem- 
bered, just like all the win- 
ning last minute drives and 
the Super Bowl wins. 

The NFL said Brady cheat- 
ed. Period. 


The league suspended 
Brady after a 243-page 
report from _— investigator 


Ted Wells said two former 
equioment managers were 
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involved in letting air out 
of the balls and that Brady 
“was at least generally 
aware" of the scheme. 

InN upholding the suspen- 
sion, Commissioner Roger 
Goodell noted that Brady 
destroyed his cell phone 
right about the time he met 
with Wells fo answer ques- 
tions about the deflated 
footballs. Goodell said 
Brady did so "even though 
he was aware that the in- 
vestigators had requested 
access to text messages 
and other electronic in- 
formation that had been 
stored on that phone." 

No, there was no smoking 
gun linking Brady to the de- 
flation. 

He wasn't caught with a 
needle and a bag of foot- 
balls behind the grand- 
stands that day in Foxbor- 
ough. 


TSDAY. 


Celebrate Brady but remember he's not perfect 


But there was enough cir- 
cumstantial evidence for 
the NFL to come down 
— and come down hard 
— on the parties involved. 
Footballs don't just sud- 
denly deflate, especially 
when those in possession of 
the opposing team kept all 
their air. 

Brady and the Patriots 
would go on to trounce the 
Colts in the game, lead- 
ing 17-7 at half before the 
deflation was discovered, 
and winning 45-7. A few 
weeks later, Brady and 
Belichick celebrated as 
they won their fourth Su- 
per Bowl together, this one 
over Seattle. 

Two years later, they would 
win the Super Bowl again, 
after Brady missed the first 
quarter of the season while 
serving his suspension. 
New England owner Rob- 
ert Krafft thumbed his nose 
at Goodell, calling the win 
“unequivocally the sweet- 
est" of all the team's cham- 
plonship wins. 

No single incident should 
define Brady's career, of 
course, and Deflategate 
barely registers anymore 
when it comes to evaluat- 
ing his incredible success. 
Winning six Super Bowls in 
New England and adda- 
ing another in Tampa Bay 
while playing well into his 
AOs is what Brady will be 
remembered for, and he's 
done things no other quar- 
terback can even hope to 
achieve. 

Indeed, the most puzzling 
thing about Brady being 
involved in deflating game 
balls is that he seemed to 
feel he needed help to win. 
He didn't, and if anyone 
thinks otherwise all they 
have to do is take a peek 
at the three Super Bowl 
rings he’s won since that 
yeor. 

So celebrate him on Sun- 
day in his return to Foxbor- 
ough because you'll never 
see any quarterback win 
seven Super Bowls again. 
Celebrate him on Sunday 
because, if he ever does 
retire, he'll do so holding 
many other records that 
no other quarterback can 
even hope to match. 

Just remember that even 
the greats aren't necessar- 
ily perfect.LJ 


